CHILDHOOD OVER TIME
The French historian Philippe Aries [3] made us aware about the sentimentalization of childhood emerging in the 19 th and 20 th centuries. Before this time, children were just perceived as "small adults", which he documented with his analysis of art over time, where children indeed are depicted as small adults.
So slowly in the last 2 centries, childhood and later adolescence were introduced as separate entities and periods with their own development, concerns, and problems. We have therefore seen pediatrics, adolescent medicine, and even geriatrics emerge as specialties concerned with different aspects of human development.
This last century also saw advances in public health with decreased infant and maternal mortility in the Western World (or sometimes called the North), but while we enter this new century, the Developing World (or South) is still struggeling with disease and health concerns due to lack of resources. Since the global expansion of AIDS (Aquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome), mortality has increased (so far an estimated 20 million people have died due to AIDS related causes) and resulted in a growing number of children becoming orphans [4] . It is estimated that by year 2010, AIDS will leave 20 million children alone in Africa without one or both parents, which is double the current situation of 11 million orphaned children [4] . At present, 33.5 *Principal Editor, Child Health and Human Development ©2003 with author. million people globally are HIV infected, which is estimated to increase to 45 million by year 2010 [4] and most will be unable to afford the treatment.
Poverty and human development were the themes of a research project undertaken by the World Bank and published in three books [5, 6, 7] . This study will tell you the case studies from 14 countries. In all three books, information was gathered from more than 60,000 poor men and women from 60 countries; the true experts on poverty with many stories to tell together with relevant and important observations. The study is different from other poverty studies in the fact that participatory and qualitative research methods were used. The voices of the poor from the whole world can be heard from each page you read. So with progress and positive development, we still have to struggle with poverty and the results of poverty. Poverty is today even in developed countries like U.S. and Israel (about 25% of children living in poverty) a major public health problem of a magnitude that is markedly different than Scandinavian countries (3%) [8] .
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